HOW STRONG IS  BRITAIN ?
Dominion taking up an attitude of complete neutrality
in a war of consequence, the result would in all
probability be the severing of relationships with the
Empire altogether. Neutrality under such circum-
stances would be regarded as a breach of loyalty to
the Empire.
It may be taken as absolutely certain that neither
Australia nor New Zealand would think of neutrality.
They are the most loyal amongst the Dominions and
in their own well-understood interests they would come
to the aid of Great Britain in an emergency, because
they must always reckon with the possibility that one
day they will require her assistance if Japanese expan-
sion in the Pacific continues at the same rate in the
future.
The Union of South Africa would first want to know
who were the enemies of Great Britain. If amongst
those enemies was a power which in the event of
victory would perhaps demand colonies in the South
of the African continent there would be little doubt
about the decision of the Union : it would assist Great
Britain with all the forces at her command. But quite
apart from that, in the present stage of development
the Union of South Africa could hardly stand by and
see Great Britain defeated without assisting her. She
is too dependent on Great Britain and on the British
market for that.
The two most doubtful cases are those of Ireland
and Canada. The task of defending the Irish coasts,
which was formerly performed by the British Navy,
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